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(54) Reflective liquid crystal device 

(57) A reflective liquid crystal device comprises a 
polarising beam splitter 30 and a mirror 2 between which 
are disposed retarders 31 , 32, 33. At least one of the 
retarders 32 is a liquid crystal element whose retarda- 
tion Is variable, or whose optic axis is switchable. In a 
DARK state of the device the retarders combine to rotate 
the plane of polarisation of light directed by the polaris- 
ing beam splitter 30 towards a reflector 2 by n x 180**, 
where n Is an Integer. The light returned to the polarising 
beam splitter is therefore directed back towards the light 
sdurce. In a BRIGHT state of the device, the retarder 
arrangement rotates the plane of polarisation of light di- 
rected by the polarising beam splitter 30 by 90° , and 
this light Is transmitted by the polarising beam splitter 
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D scrlptfon 

[0001] The present invention relates to a reflective liq- 
uid crystal device utilising a polarising beam splitter. 
Such devices may be used, for instance, in liquid crystal 
projection displays. 

[0002] Proc. Ind Acad. Sci., 1955, 41 A 130 and 137 
disclose circular polarlsers and quarter waveplates 
made of combinations of biref ringent plates to provide 
improved achromaticity The individual retarders are 
combined with different azimuthal orientations of their 
optic axes to achieve the improvement in achromatic 
performance. 

[0003] Seki et al, Mol. Cryst. Liq. Cryst.. 1995, 263, 
499 and Seki et al. Eurodisplay, 1996, 464 disclose a 
liquid crystal device (LCD) of the reflective electrically 
controlled birefringence (ECB) type comprising a 
nematic liquid crystal and a quarter waveplate. The optic 
axis of the quarter waveplate is crossed with that of the 
nematic liquid crystal and is at 45® to a polarlser dis- 
posed on one side of the nematic liquid crystal. The un- 
twisted liquid crystal and quarter waveplate are dis- 
posed between the polariser and a mirror and a normally 
' ; white state is achieved with the liquid crystal providing 
- a* retardation of X/4, A black state is achieved by con- 
trolling the liquid crystal so as to provide zero retarda- 
tion. This black state is effectively provided by the quar- 
ter waveplate and is achromatic only to the degree that 
the quarter waveplate is achromatic. A further retarder 
of negative birefringence with its optic axis perpendicu- 
lar to its plane may be included to improve viewing angle 
performance. 

[0004] Uchida et al, Asia Display, 1 995, 599 discloses 
a reflective display in which a polariser and a mirror are 
disposed on opposite sides of a Hybrid Aligned Nematic 
Liquid Crystal Layer and a Retarder. The retarder is bi^ 
axial having an optic axis out of the plane to improve 
viewing angle and an in-plane optic axis which co-oper- 
ates with the retardation of the liquid crystal layer to pro- 
vide black and white states. The retarder in -plane axis 
is 'at 45' to the polarising axis of the polariser and Is 
crossed with the optic axis of the liquid crystal layer. A 
normally black state is provided when the net retardation 
of the liquid crystal layer and the retarder is equal to V 
4. A white state is provided when the retardation of the 
liquid crystal is such that it cancels the retardation of the 
retarder. Such a display depends for its achromaticity 
on. optimising the dispersion of the optical elements. 
• [0005] Ishinabe et al, Eurodisplay, 1 996, 1 99 disclos- 
es a full colour reflective LCD in which a HAN liquid crys- 
tal layer and a biaxial retarder are disposed between a 
linear polariser and a mirror. The optic axis of the HAN 
layer is crossed with the optic axis of the retarder and is 
at "45* to the polarising axis of the polariser. A normally 
black state Is achieved by making the differenc be- 
tween retardations of the liquid crystal layer and the re- 
tarder equal to V4. Achomaticity is improved by adjust- 
ing the dispersion of materials of th liquid crystal layer 



and the retard r so that the bir fiingences partially com- 
pensate ach other. 

[0006] Kuo et al. Asia Display, 1 995. 1 35 also disclos- 
es an LCD in which a HAN liquid crystal layer and a bi- 

s axial retarder are disposed between a linear polarlser 
and a mirror A dark state is provided when the total re- 
tardation is equal to an odd number of quarter wave- 
lengths. The retarder has an in-plane optic axis which 
is crossed with the liquid crystal axis and is at 45* to the 

^0 polariser axis. The display may be operated in the nor- 
mally black mode, as described hereinbefore, or In the 
normally white mode, in which case a larger passive re- 
tarder Is used. Achromaticity may be improved by opti- 
mising the dispersbn of the elements or by adjusting the 
dispersion so that the birefringences compensate each 
other. 

[0007] Wu et al. Applied Physics Letters, 1996, 68, 
1455 discloses a reflective LCD in which a twisted 
nematic liquid crystal cell and a retarder are disposed 

20 between a polariser and a mirror. The twisted nematic 
liquid crystal cell has a twist angle of- 90*. Is relatively 
thin, and has its input director angled at 20* to the axis 
of the polariser. The retarder provides a retardation of 
A/4 and has an optic axis angled at 45* to the polariser 

25 axis. The cell operates in the normally white mode 
where the retardations of the liquid crystal cell and th 
retarder cancel each other in the white state and the 
black state is obtained by reducing the retardation of the 
liquid crystal cell to zero. Accordingly, the achromaticity 

30 depends on the achromaticity of the retarder. 

[0008] Kuo et'al, Eurodisplay, 1996, 387 discloses a 
similar twisted nematic display which is operated In the 
normally white mode and again achieves a black state 
whose achromaticity depends on the achromaticity of 

35 the retarder. 

[0009] Fukuda et al disclose in three papers (IDRC, 
1994. 201; SID Journal, 1995, 3, 83; Asia Display 1 995. 
881 ) a reflective supertwisted nematic (STN) LCD com- 
prising a single polariser and a single retardation film. 

40 The twist of the liquid crystal is between 220 and 260* 
and the device operates in the normally white mode. 
STN liquid crystal is used to allow high multiplex ratios 
i.e: small voltage differences between on and off voltag- 
es and hence a large value of dAn of the liquid crystal, 

4S for instance greater than 0.6 micrometres. Achromatic- 
ity is improved by varying the dispersive properties of 
the liquid crystal and the retarder. 
[0010] EP-A-0 389 240, cm which the preamble of 
claim 1 is based, discloses a projection system that uses 

50 a polarising beam splitter. Light incident on the polaris- 
ing beam splitter is directed towards a reflective liqu^ 
crystal device. A >JA retarder is disposed between the 
polarising beam splitt r and the reflectiv liquid crystal 
devic . 

55 [001 1 ] • EP-A-0 389 240 also discloses a full colour pro- 
jection system, in which white light is split into red. green 
and blue components. Thre polarising beam splitters 
are provided, one each for r ceiving red, green and blue 
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light. Light incident on each of the polarising beam split- 
ters is directed to a respective reflective liquid crystal 
device via a TJA retarder. 

[001 2] A first aspect of the present invention provides 
a reflective liquid crystal device comprising: a polarising 
beam splitter, a polarisation preserving reflector, and a 
retarder arrangement comprising at least two retarders, 
a first of which is disposed between the beam splitter 
and the reflector, and a second of which is disposed be- 
tween the first retarder and the reflector, at least one of 
the first and second retarders comprising a liquid crystal 
layer which is switchable between a dark device state, 
in which the retarder arrangement rotates the plane of 
polarisation of plane-polarised light directed by the 
beam splitter towards the reflector by substantially n x 
180°, where n is an integer, and a bright device state; 
characterised In that in the bright device state the first 
retarder has a retardation of substantially X/2 and the 
second retarder has a retardation of substantially }JA. 
[0013] Disposing the substantially A/4 retarder be- 
tween the substantially A/2 retarder and the reflector 
provides improved performance compared with the de- 
vices of EP-A-0 389 240. 

[0014] By placing the substantially X/A retarder be- 
tween the substantially X/2 retarder and the reflector, 
two advantages over EP-A-0 389 240 are obtained. 
[001 5] Firstly, the bright state of the devices of this in- 
vention is less wavelength-dependent than the devices 
of EP-A-0 389 240. This leads to a more efficient device. 
[001 6] Secondly, in the case in which the substantially 
A/2. retarder comprises an in-plane switching liquid crys- 
tal material (such as an antiferroelectric liquid crystal or 
a similar liquid crystal), in this invention the liquid crystal 
material has to switch only by ±22.5'* to obtain the bright 
state. In contrast, if such an in-plane switching liquid 
crystal material were used for the substantially Ay2 re- 
tarder, with a substantially A/4 retarder disposed be- 
tween the substantially A/2 retarder and the polarising 
beam splitter as in EP-A-0 389 240, then the in-plane 
switching liquid crystal would have to switch by ± 45® to 
obtain the maximum bright state. Many known in-plane 
switching smectic liquid crystal materials (for example, 
antiferroelectric liquid crystals or similar liquid crystal 
materials) exist which can switch to ± 22.5**, but there 
are few known materials which can switch to + 45**. In 
the present invention, therefore, it is straightforward to 
find a liquid crystal material that will switch sufficiently 
to obtain the maximum bright state, and this again leads 
" to a device that is more efficient device than those dis- 
closed in EP-A-0 389 240. 

[0017] The retarder arrangement may rotate the 
plane of polarisation of plane-polarised light directed by 
the beam splitter towards the reflector by substantially 
90** in the bright device state. 

[001 8] In the bright device state the first retarder may 
have its optic axis at an angle a to the plane of polari- 
sation of the plane polarised light directed by the beam 
splitter towards the reflector, and the second retarder 
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may have its optic axis at an angle 2a + 45** to the pl§ne, 
of polarisation of the plane polarised light, directedyby 
the beam splitter towards the reflector ^^^i\\c^\. 
[0019] The angle a may be substantially equal;. to 
5 22.5r 

[0020] Alternatively, the first and second retarders 
may each comprise a liquid crystal layer, and a may be 
substantially equal to 1 5*". 

[0021] The first retarder may comprise the liquid crys- 
10 tal layer whose optic axis rotates by an angle substan- 
tially equal to 22.5** about the normal direction of light 
passage during switching. 

[0022] The first retarder may comprises the liquid 
crystal layer and have a retardation which is switchable 
IS between substantially pA/2 and substantially (p+1)A/2, 
where p is an integer. 

[0023] The integer p may be equal to zero or one. 
[0024] The liquid crystal layer may be an out-of-plane 
switching nematic liquid crystal. 
20 [0025] The liquid crystal layer may be a ferroelectric 
liquid crystal. 

[0026] The liquid crystal layer may alternatively be an 
antiferroelectric liquid crystal. 

[0027] The liquid crystal layer may alternatively be an 
25 electroclinic liquid crystal. 

[0026] The liquid crystal layer may alternatively be an 
in-plane switching nematic liquid crystal. 
[0029] The device may further comprise a second po- 
larisation preserving reflector, and another retarder ar- 
^0 rangement comprising a third retarder disposed be- 
tween the beam splitter and the second reflector and a 
fourth retarder disposed between the third retarder and 
the reflector, at least one of the third and fourth retarders 
comprising another liquid crystal layer which is switch- 
es able between a dark device state, in which the another 
retarder arrangement rotates the plane of polarisation 
of plane-polarised light directed by the beam splitter to- 
wards the another reflector by substantially n x 180**, 
where n is an integer, and a bright device state. 
40 [0030] A second aspect of the invention provides a re- 
flective liquid crystal device comprising: a polarising 
beam splitter for directing light towards a wavelength 
separator; first and second polarisation preserving re- 
flectors, the wavelength separator directing light of a 
45 first wavelength towards the first reflector and directing 
light of a second wavelength different from the first 
wavelength towards the second reflector; a first retarder 
arrangement disposed in the optical path between the 
beam splitter and the first reflector; and a second retard- 
so er arrangement disposed in the optical path between the 
beam splitter and the second reflector; 

wherein the first retarder arrangement is switcha- 
ble between a dark state, in which the first retarder ar- 
rangement rotates the plane of polarisation of plane-po- 
S5 tarised light of the first wavelength directed by the beam 
splitter towards the first reflector via the wavelength sep- 
arator by substantially n x 180**, where n is an integer 
and a bright state; 
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and wher In th s cond retarder arrangement is 
switchabfe b tween a dark state, in which the second 
retarder arrangement rotates the plane of polarisation 
. of plan -polarised light of th second wav length direct- 
, :ed by the beam splitter towards the second reflector via 
the wavelength separator by substantially n x 180', 
where n Is an integer and a bright state; 

characterised in that the first retarder arrange- 
ment comprises, in the bright state, a first retarder hav- 
ing a retardation of substantially A/2 disposed between 
the beam splitter and the first reflector and a second re- 
tarder having a retardation of substantially X/4 disposed 
between the first retarder and the first reflecton 

and in that the second retarder arrangement com- 
prises, in the bright s.tate. a third retarder having a re- 
tardation of substantially X/2 disposed between the 
beam splitter and the second reflector and a fourth re- 
tarder having a retardation of substantially A/4 disposed 
between the third retarder and the second reflector. 
[0031] The first retarder may comprise a first liquid 
crystal layer; and the third retarder may comprise a sec- 
ond liquid crystal layer. 

[0032] The first liquid crystal layer may be the second 
liquid crystal layer. 

[0033] It is thus possible to provide an LCD which is 
suitable for use In reflective displays. High brightness 
and contrast are achieved in a reflective single polariser 
device which has a wide acceptance angle and a fast 
response speed. It is further possible to achieve a bright 
state having a degree of achromaticity which Is substan- 
tially improved compared with known displays of the sin- 
gle polariser and reflector type. The optic axes of the 
retarders are oriented such that the combinations gives 
a;retardation of Ay4 for the input polarised light from the 
-polariser over a wide range of wavelengths in the bright 
tslate. The bright state is therefore very bright and ach^ 
rbmatic and this in turn gives high contrast when com- 
bined with the dark state. The retarders need not be 
made of the same material and the dispersive properties 
of the retarder materials are not substantially important 
foi- achieving achromaticity, although the best display is 
obtained by using identical materials of as low disper- 
sion as possible. 

[0034] Thus, a high brightness device is provided be- 
cause of the use of a single polarising beam splitter. 
Good achromatic behaviour permits high contrast to be 
achieved. The use of optically thin layers permits a wide 
acceptance angle. 

[0035] The present invention will be further described, 
by way of example, with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, in which: ' 

Figure 1 (a) is a diagrammatic view of a display con- 
stituting a first embodiment of the invention in its 
DARK Stat ; 

Figure 1 (b) is a diagrammatic view of a display con- 
stituting the first embodiment of the invention in its 



BRIGHT state; 

Figure 2(a) is a schematic view illustrating optical 
paths for a comparative display device as describ d 
nri co-pending UK patent application No 9622733.5; 

Figure 2(b) is a schematic view illustrating the opti- 
cal paths for a display device according to the in- 
vention; 

Figure 3 illustrates the polarisation states for the op- 
eration of a display according to the first embodi- 
ment of the invention in a BRIGHT state; 

Figure 4 is a diagrammatic view of a display consti- 
tuting a second embodiment of the invention; 

Figure 5 shows a theoretical calculation of the re- 
flectivity, in the BRIGHT state, of a display device 
according to the first or second embodiment of the 
invention; 

Figure 6 is a diagrammatic view of a display accord- 
ing to a third embodiment of the invention; 

Figure 7 is a diagrammatic view of a display accord- 
ing to a fourth embodiment of the invention; 

Figure 8 is a diagrammatic view of a display accord- 
ing to a fifth embodiment of the invention; 

Figure 9 is a diagrammatic view of a display accord- 
ing to a sixth embodiment of the invention; and 

Figure 10 is a diagrammatic view of a display ac- 
cording to a seventh embodiment of the invention. 

[0036] Figures 1(a). 1(b) and 2(b) are schematic 
views illustrating an embodiment of this invention. This 
has some similarities to the devices described in co- 
pending UK patent application No: 9622733.5, but it us- 
es a polarising beam splitter in place of a linear polariser. 
[0037] The symbols TM and TE denote two orthogo- 
. nal states of plane polarised light. In the TM state the 
light is polarised with the electric field vector in the plane 
of the paper, and in the TE state the light is polarised 
with the electric field vector perpendicular to the plane 
of the paper. The polarising beam splitter 30 is illuminat- 
ed with light which contains both TM and TE compo- 
nents. The TE component is directed by the beam split- 
ter 30 towards a polarisation preserving reflector 2, 
whereas the TM component passes through the beam 
splitter 30, and is tost in this embodiment. 
[0038] Optical components 31 . 32 are provided in the 
optical path between the beam splitter 30 and the reflec- 
tor 2. If these are chosen such that the light reflected 
back towards the beam splitter 30 is still in the TE po- 
larised state, the light will be directed back along the 
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path of the incident light (Fig 1(a)). If, however, the op- 
tical components in the optical path between the beam 
splitter 30 and the reflector 2 are such that the reflected 
light incident on the beam splitter 30 is now in the TM 
polarisation state, the reflected light will not be directed 
back towards the light source but will pass through the 
beam splitter 30 (Fig 1 (b)). 

[0039] In a direct view reflective display such as those 
described in UK 9622733.5, it is usual to consider only 
paths of INCIDENT light and REFLECTED light. In order 
to describe embodiments of this invention, however, it 
is necessary also to consider the path of IMAGING light. 
In a direct view reflective display the INCIDENT. IMAG- 
ING and REFLECTED paths are collinear (Fig 2(a)). 
This is not the case fpr a device based on a polarising 
beam splitter, however - only the INCIDENT and RE- 
FLECTED paths are collinear (Fig 2(b)). Moreover if the 
REFLECTED path Is bright then the IMAGING path is 
dark, and vice-versa. 

[0040] In the embodiment shown in Figures 1(a) and 
1 (b), the component denoted by 31 is a X/4.retarder with 
its optic axis at 45 + 2a'* to the plane of polarisation of 
the light directed towards the reflector 2 by the beam 
splitter 30 (that is. at 45 + 2a° to the plane of polarisation 
of the TE component). 

[0041] Reference numeral 32 denotes a nematic liq- 
uid crystal cell. In the BRIGHT state, shown in Figure 1 
(b), the liquid crystal cell is a X!2. retarder with its optic 
axis at a° to the plane of polarisation ol the TE light. 
[0042] The operation of the device in this state is 
shown in Figure 3. Linear polarisations are indicated by 
"L", left handed circular polarisation is indicated by "Cl" 
and right handed circular polarisation is indicated by 

Or . 

[0043] The beam splitter 30 is represented in Figure 
3 as a linear polarlser, for convenience. Unpolarised 
light is incident on the beam splitter 30 from a light 
source (not shown in Figure 3), and the beam splitter 30 
directs plane polarised TE light towards the liquid crystal 
cell 32. In the BRIGHT state the liquid crystal cell 32 is 
a V2 retarder, and it will rotate the plane of polarisation 
of the TE light by 2a^ 

[0044] When the light is incident on the Xy4 plate 31 
its plane of polarisation is at 45° to the optic axis of the 
X/4 plate 31 . The light is thus converted to circularly po- 
larised light by the A/4 plate 31 . 
[0045] Upon reflection by the reflector 2, the light is 
converted to circularly polarised light of the opposite 
" hand. The Xy4 plate 31 will therefore convert it to plane 
polarised light with the plane of polarisation at -2a° to 
the plane of polarisation of the TE light, and this will be 
rotated to 4a* by the liquid crystal cell 32. Light returned 
to the beam splitter 30 can therefore be regarded as a 
combination of the TE and TM polarisation states, and 
the TM component will pass through the beam splitter 
30 along the imaging path. 

[0046] To obtain the DARK state of the device, the liq- 
uid crystal cell is switched to provide zero retardation, 



so that the polarisation of the TE light is not changed by 
either retarder 31, 32 if a = 22.5'». The light returns to 
the beam splitter 30 still in the TE state, and is directed 
along the REFLECTED path. 

5 [0047] A high voltage is usually required to put a pla- 
nar aligned nematic liquid crystal into a state in which It 
provides zero retardation. In an alternative embodiment 
of the invention shown in Figure 4, therefore, an addi- 
tional retarder 33 is provided in the optical path between 

^o the beam splitter 30 and the reflector 2. This additional 
retarder 33 has its optic axis crossed with the rubbing 
direction of the nematic liquid crystal. The combination 
of the additional retarder 33 and the liquid crystal panel 
32 provide zero retardation at a lower applied voltage 

^5 across the liquid crystal panel 32. Although the addition- 
al retarder 33 is shown between the liquid crystal panel 
32 and the VA plate 31 In Figure 4, It is possibie^to- in- 
terchange the positions of the additional retarder 33.and 
the liquid crystal panel 32. .• •■•>>• ; : 

20 [0048] An alternative to providing the additional ^re- 
tarder 33 is to use a biaxial >74 retarder for the. re- 
tarder 31. Alternatively, a negative Ae hompotrpRically 
aligned nematic liquid crystal panel can be used'^^ai 
[0049] Preferably, a is 22.5° if the component 31 ;is a 

2S fixed retarder and the component 32 is a switchable liq- 
uid crystal cell. If components 31 and 32 are both switch- 
able liquid crystal cells, then preferably a = 15" in the 
BRIGHT state . The light returned to the beam splitter 
30 contains only the TM component in this case, so all 

30 light returned to the beam splitter 30 will pass along the 
IMAGING path (ignoring absorption losses in the beam 
splitter 30). 

[0050] In an alternative embodiment of the invention, 
the liquid crystal panel 32 is a V2 retarder with ah optic 

35 axis whose direction can be switched between 0° to the 
plane of polarisation of the incoming TE light and ±22.5** 
to the plane of polarisation of the TE Hght. 
[0051] In the BRIGHT state of the device, the optic 
axis of the liquid crystal panel 32 is switched to ±22.5** 

40 to the plane of polarisation of the TE light. The liquid 
crystal panel 32 and the XIA retarder 31 combine to ro- 
tate the plane of polarisation of the incident light by 90**, 
as described above for the embodiment of Figures 1 (a) 
and 1 (b), so the light returned to the beam splitter 30 

45 passes through the beam splitter 30 along the imaging 
path. 

[0052] To obtain the DARK state of the device, the op- 
tic axis of the liquid crystal panel 32 is switched to 0° to 
the plane of polarisation of the TE light. The polarisation 

50 of the light is unaffected by either the liquid crystal panel 
32 or the X/4 retarder 31, and the light returns, to the 
beam splitter 30 in the TE polarisation state and^jjs di- 
rected along the REFLECTED path. 1-^ 
[0053] In this embodiment, the liquid crystal paqel 32 

55 can contain a ferroelectric liquid crystal (FLC), a distort- 
ed helix ferroelectric liquid crystal (DHF). a short-pitch 
bistable ferroelectric liquid crystal (SBF), an antiferroe- 
lectric liquid crystal (AFLC), or an in-jplane switching 
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nematic liquid crystal (IPSN). Th pref rred liquid crys- 
tal is a antiferro lectric liquid crystal (SBF or DHF). Us- 
ing this, th liquid crystal panel would have its optic axis 
at 0* to the plan of polarisation of the TE light when no 
voltage is applied to the liquid crystal panel, and apply- 
ing a voltage would switch the optic axis to±22.6'». Thus, 
the device would be a "normally black" device (that is, 
in the DARK state when no voltage is applied). 
[0054] Figure 5 is a theoretical calculation (assuming 
perfect polarisation) of the reflectivity in the BRIGHT 
state as a function of wavelength for the devices of Fig- 
ures 1 (a), 1 (b) or 4 as a full line. The broken line shows 
the transmissivity obtained using a single biref ringent el- 
ement of A/4 retardation having its optic axis at 45" to 
the polariser direction (ZL1 -2293 material). The reflec- 
■ tivity of the devices of the present invention Is more ach- 
romatic and, as a result, the device has a higher overall 
brightness. Values for the CIE x/y co-ordinates and lu- 
minance are shown below. 





X 


y 


L 


Single LC panel, Ay4 


0.3144 


0.3474 


96.8% 


This invention 


0.31 37 


0.3346 


99.3% 


White point, D65 


0.3127 


0.3290 


100% 



[0055] A full colour display can be obtained by provid- 
ing colour filters in the liquid crystal panel, or by using a 
time-multiplex method. 

[0056] Figure 6 shows a two panel system, in which 
a second liquid crystal panel 32', a second A/4 retarder 
31 ' and a second reflector 2' are provided in the path of 
the TM polarised component of light incident on the 
beam splitter. If the second liquid crystal panel 32' and 
the second A/4 retarder 31 ' combine to change the po- 
larisation of the light returned to the beam splitter by the 
second reflector from TM to TE, then the light returned 
to the beam splitter by the second reflector is directed 
along the IMAGING path by the beam splitter as shown 
in. Figure 6. 

[0057] If different infonnation is shown on the two liq- 
uid crystal panels, the system can be used to provide a 
3-D projection system. Alternatively, the system can be 
arranged to divide the grey level load between the two 
panels. If the two panels display the same information, 
* then the brightness of the display is increased. 

[0058] Figure 7 shows a three panel system, in which 
. the beam splitter directs the TE polarised component of 
the incoming light towards a wavelength separator 34, 
such as a dichroic prism, which directs red, green and 
blue light in three mutually different directions. Three re- 
flectors 28. 2G, 2R are provided for blue, green and red 
light respectively. Three sets of a liquid crystal panel 
328, 32G. 32R and a V4 retarder 318, 31 G. 31 R are 
provided, one set disposed In the optical path between 
the wavelength separator 34 and th "blu "r flector2B, 
on in the path between th wavelength separator and 



the "green" r f lector 2G, and on in the path bet we n 
the wav length separator and the "red" r flector 2R. 
Each of the liquid crystal panel and A/4 retard r combi- 
nations can be optimised for the central wavel ngth of 
s each primary colour. 

[0059] Figure 8 shows a modification of the embodi- 
ment of Figure 7. in which the three liquid crystal panels 
of Figure 7 are replaced by a single liquid crystal panel 
placed in the optical path between the polarising beam 

10 splitter and the wavelength separator 34. The three A/4 
retarders are optimised for blue, green and red light, re- 
spectively A full colour display is provided by using a 
colour pixelated liquid crystal panel, or by a time-multi- 
plex method. Preferably, the liquid crystal panel is an 

IS out-of-plane switching nematic liquid crystal panel, as 
this would enable the retardation of the liquid crystal 
panel to be optimised for the required colour. 
[0060] Figure 9 shows a further embodiment of the in- 
ventbn, in which the liquid crystal panel and A/4 retarder 

20 combinations of the device of Figure 6 are each re- 
placed by a three panel system as shown in Figure 7. 
[0061] In a further embodiment of the invention shown 
in Figure 10, the liquid crystal panel and A/4 retarder 
combinations of the device of Figure 6 are each re- 

25 placed by a three panel system as shown in Figure 8. 
[0062] The embodiments of Figures 9 and 10 com- 
bine the advantages of the embodiment of Figure 6 with 
the embodiment of Figures 7 and 8. The provision of two 
liquid crystal panels (Figure 10) or of two sets of liquid 

30 crystal panels (Figure 9) allows a 3-D projection system 
to be provided, as set out above with reference to Figure 
6. Alternatively, the system can be arranged to divide 
the grey level load between the two panels (or between 
the two sets of panels). If the two panels (or the two sets 

35 of panels) display the same information, then the bright- 
ness of the display is increased. 

[0063] The use of separate retarders for each primary 
colour allows the retardation to be optimised for the cen- 
tral wavelength of each primary colour. 

40 [0064] Although the wavelength separators shown In 
Figures 7 to 10 separate light into three components, 
the invention is not limited to this. It would be possible, 
for example, for the wavelength separator to separate 
visible light into two components, such as a primary col- 

45 our and its complementary colour. In this case, only two 
reflectors and two retarder arrangements would be nec- 
essary. 

[0065] The fixed A/4 retarders can be made from any 

suitable optically anisotropic material, such as a liquid 
so crystal polymer or a reactive mesogen which is cross- 
linked to form a polymer. Any suitable conventional liq- 
uid crystal cell, such as those described in UK patent 
application No 9622733.5, can be used. The liquid crys- 
tal cells, when of the nematic type, may be a Fredericks 
55 cell, a HAN cell or a Pi cell. 
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Claims 

1. A reflective liquid crystal device comprising: a po- 
larising beam splitter (30), a polarisation preserving 
reflector (2), and a retarder arrangement compris- 
ing at least two retarders (31, 32),. a first (32) of 
which Is disposed between the beam splitter (30) 
and the reflector (2), and a second (31 ) of which is 
disposed between the first retarder (32) and the re- 
flector (2), at least one of the first and second re- 
tarders comprising a liquid crystal layer which is 
switchable between a dark device state. In which 
the retarder arrangement rotates the plane of polar- 
isation of plane-polarised light directed by the beam 
splitter (30) towarfis the reflector (2) by substantially is 
n X ISO**, where n is an integer, and a bright device 
state; characterised In that in the bright device state 
the first retarder (32) has a retardation of substan- 
tially 7J2 and the second retarder (31) has a retar- 
dation of substantially 7J4. 20 

2. A device as claimed in Claim 1 wherein the retarder 
arrangement rotates the plane of polarisation of 
plane-polarised light directed by the beam splitter 
towards the reflector by substantially 90** in the 2S 
bright device state. 

3. A device as claimed in Claim 1 or 2 wherein in the 
bright device stale the first retarder (32) has its optic 
axis at an angle a to the plane of polarisation of the 00 
plane polarised light directed by the beam splitter 
(30) towards the reflector (2), and the second re- 
tarder (31 ) has its optic axis at an angle 2a + 45** to 
the plane of polarisation of the plane polarised light 
directed by the beam splitter (30) towards the re- 3S 
flector (2). 

4. A device as claimed in Claim 3 wherein a is sub- 
stantially equal to 22.5°. 

40 

5. ' A device as claimed in Claim 3 wherein the first and 

second retarders (32. 31) each comprise a liquid 
crystal layer, and a is substantially equal to 1 5**. 

6. A device as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 4, in 4S 
which the first retarder (32) comprises the liquid 
crystal layer whose optic axis rotates by an angle 
substantially equal to 22.5° about the normal direc- 
tion of light passage during switching. 

so 

7. A device as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 4, in 
which the first retarder (32) comprises the liquid 
crystal layer and has a retardation which is switch- 
able between substantially p7J2 and substantially 
(p+1 )A/2, where p is an integer ss 

8. A device as claimed in Claim 7, in which p is equal 
to zero or one. 



9. A device as claimed in Claim 7 or 8. in which the 
liquid crystal layer is an out-of-p!ane switching 
nematic liquid crystal. 

5 10. A device as claimed in Claim 6. in which the liquid 
crystal layer is a ferroelectric liquid crystal. 

11. A device as claimed in Claim 6, in which thejjqiiid 
crystal layer is an antlferroelectric liquid cry staj■'rJ ^ 

12. A device as claimed in Claim 6, in which the;.:liquid 
crystal layer is an electroclinic liquid crystal. 

13. A device as claimed in Claim 6, in which the liquid 
crystal layer is an in-plane switching nematic liquid 
crystal. 

1 4. A device as claimed in any preceding claim and fur- 
ther comprising a second polarisation preserving 
reflector (2'), and another retarder arrangement 
comprising a third retarder (32') disposed between 
the beam splitter (30) and the second reflector (2') 
and a fourth retarder (31') disposed between the 
third retarder (32') and the second reflector (2'), at 
least one of the third and fourth retarders compris- 
ing another liquid crystal layer which is switchable 
between a dark device state, in which the another 
retarder arrangement rotates the plane of polarisa- 
tion of plane-polarised light directed by the beam 
splitter (30) towards the second reflector (2') by sub- 
stantially n X 180°, where n is an integer, and a 
bright device state. 

15. A reflective liquid crystal device comprising: a po- 
larising beam splitter (30) for directing light towards 
a wavelength separator (34. 34'); first and second 
polarisation preserving reflectors (2B, 2G, 2R, 2B' 
2G', 2R'), the wavelength separator (34, 34') direct- 
ing light of a first wavelength towards the first reflec- 
tor and directing light of a second wavetength.difr 
terent from the first wavelength towards the -seibond 
reflector; a first retarder arrangement (31 B;A32B'; 
31 G, 32G; 31 R. 32R; 318', 32B'; 31 G', 32G'; 31R'; 
32R'; 32, 318. 31G, 31R; 32', 31B', 31 G', 31 R') dis- 
posed in the optical path between the beam splitter 
and the first reflector; and a second retarder ar- 
rangement (318. 328; 31 G. 32G; 31 R. 32R; 318'. 
328'; 31 G'. 32G'; 31 R'; 32R'; 32. 318, 31 G. 31 R; 
32'. 318', 31 G', 31 R') disposed in the optical path 
between the beam splitter and the second reflector; 

wherein the first retarder arrangement is 
switchable between a dark state, In which the 
first retarder arrangement rotates the plane of 
polarisation of plane-polarised light of the first 
wavelength directed by the beam splitter to- 
wards the first reflector via the wavelength sep- 
arator by substantially n x 180°. where n Is an 
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integer and a bright state; 
and wher in the second retarder arrangement 
is switchable between a dark stat . in which the 
second retarder arrangement rotat s the plane 
of polarisation of plane-polarised light of the s 
second wavelength directed by the beam split- 
ter towards the second reflector via the wave- 
length separator by substantially n x 180*. 
where n is an integer and a bright state; 
characterised in that the first retarder arrange- to 
ment comprises, in the bright state, a flrst re- 
tarder having a retardation of substantially A/2 
disposed between the beam splitter and the 
first reflector and a second retarder having a 
retardation of substantially A/4 disposed be- is 
tween the first retarder and the first reflector; 
and in that the second retarder arrangement 
comprises, in the bright state, a third retarder 
having a retardation of substantially A/2 dis- 
posed between the beam splitter and the sec- 20 
ond reflector and a fourth retarder having a re- 
tardation of substantially A/4 disposed between 
the third retarder and the second reflector. 

16. A device as claimed in Claim 15, wherein the flrst 2S 
-^j.. retarder comprises a flrst liquid crystal layer (32, 

J.;-. 32B, 32G, 32R); 

•^y and wherein the third retarder comprises a sec- 
ond liquid crystal layer (32, 32B, 32G, 32R). 30 

17. A device as claimed in Claim 16, wherein the flrst 
liquid crystal layer (32) is the second liquid crystal 
layer (32). 

35 
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(57) A reflective liquid crystal device comprises 

a polarising beam splitter 30 and a mirror 2 between 
which are disposed retarders 31, 32, 33. At least one 
of the retarders 32 is a liquid crystal element whose 
retardation Is variable, or whose optic axis is 
switchable. In a DARK state of the device the retarders 
combine to rotate the plane of polarisation of light 
directed by the polarising beam splitter 30 towards a 
reflector 2 by n x I8O0, where n is an integer. The 
light returned to the polarising beam splitter is 
therefore directed back towards the light source. In a 
BRIGHT state of the device, the retarder arrangement 
rotates the plane of polarisation of light directed by 
the polarising beam splitter 30 by 900 , and this light 
Is transmitted by the polarising beam splitter. 
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